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10 Leisure Walks of Discovery
A Boot Up

SALISBURY PLAIN
Rodney Legg

These rolling chalklands form the largest wild
landscapes of their kind.That is almost entirely
due to them being the principal firing and training
ground for artillery and infantry divisions of the
British Army. English history started here, with
Alfred the Great’s key victory over the Danes,
and ancient monuments abound with the largest
collection of prehistoric burial mounds in the
country.

White horses are the Wiltshire icon.The tops of
the escarpments are moulded by the Iron Age
earthworks of some of the largest Wessex hill-
forts.When it comes to walking, these edges are
key to wherever you are going as the footpath
network comes to a halt when it meets the core
of the military no-go area. Around this, however,
there is an equally vast area where you are
allowed to walk.

The ten selected walks, ranging from 3 to 8 miles,
suit the needs of families, groups of friends or
individuals looking for a gentle stroll or a longer
walk, and reflect the many varied facets of the area
– its people, its history, and its working landscape
and will help first time visitors to experience some
of the great scenery the area has to offer. Many of
the walks feature a pub along the route.

Halsgrove’s new-format guidebook, containing
maps, photographs and useful information will
ensure a great walking experience. Packed with
colour, the book is an ideal reminder of a visit to
the area.
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